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I ſay unte you, Lore your Enemies ; 
bat eurſe you de g 9 
0 for them rhat 4 
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MATT H. v. 44. 
But I ſay unto you, Love your Eat; Lenin 
| 21 raiſe Lay do. good to them that Hate Wye 1 


pray for * that e Ye Jos; de 


in 

* 7 . 

do 

HE Golpel bath promiſe fi rag of Me 

to us upon two Conditions; e 

repent; That we ſincerel f A 2 "of Hig b 

which we have committed again nd 
we heartily forgive to Men the. injuries die vii oe 
which they have been towards us. Wd c 
I I ftall at this time, by God's Affiſtance, trear of m 
kiter of theſe, from the Words which I have recited ye 
you; which are part of our Seviowr's excellent Sera; | 
upon the Mount. In which he doth not only exp | 
but enlarge and perfect the Moral and Natural Mh: 
by adding to it Prectpts and Probibitions woof Neural ot 

_ tion, than either the Law of Moſes or the ra 
in their largeſt extent, did contain, ab 
He forbids Top ham, and Divorce EXCEPT only i in = T 

of Adultery ; likewiſe Revenge; none of wi: 
| were forbi Fog either by the Law FNature, ot by te 
Law which was given by Moſes. ſor 
And to theſe Prohibitions our Bleſſed Saviour ri 
ſeveral new Precepts of greater perfection than any IM th; 
that were extant | ore. But I ſay ſos Lo na 
enemies, The Jewiſh Law commanded them tag 


their Neighbour, meaning their Brethren and Hol rat; 
their own Nation: But our Saviour, by comma 
us to love our Enemies, EY 
ner that can be commande ita lc e all 


any were -£Q be CXCINGEN L om 4 
A,. BY x5 J 
1 8 
i & vg WE 


K | „ 
I. If we conſider the nature of the act here fequi 
which is to Love; which when it is not a mete Paſſi 
but under the government of our Reaſon, is the n 
natural, and eaſie, and yy — of all the Affecti 
which God hath planted in Humane Nature: Whe 
as I- will, and Hatred, and e, are very troubleſi . 
and vexatious Paſſions. Both the deviſing of miſchi 
and the accompliſhment of it, and the reflection upot 
_— are all uneaſie: and the confequences of 
many times pernicious to our ſelves, The very def 
of Revenge is troubleſom, and puts the Spirits into 
unnatural fermentation and tumulr. The Man: 
meditates it is always reſtleſs, his very ſoul is ſtu 
ſwells and boils, is in pain and anguiſh, hath no e 
no enjoymentsof it ſelf ſo long as this Paſſion rei 
The execution of it may perhaps be attended with ſi v 
pom pleaſure, but that pleaſure is unreaſonable 
brutiſh, momentary and ſhort, like a flaſh of Lightni 
which vaniſheth in the twinkling of an Eye. 
It is commonly faid that Revenge is ſweet, but! 
calm and conſiderate mind Patience and Forgiy 
' ſweeter, and do afford a much more rational and k 
and durable pleaſure than Revenge. The Monum 
of our Mercy and Goodneſs are a far more pleaſing 
_ delightful ſpectacle than of our Rage and ag = 
no fort of thought does uſually haunt Men with mi 


terror, than the reflection upon what they have dot 
way of Revenge. 80 = 
Beſides that the conſequences of this Paſſion doc 
monly prove very prejudicial to our ſelves. Fo 
Revenge of one injury doth naturally draw on n 
and will oblige us for the ſame reaſon to a new Revt 
of them; — this 1 on a perpetual and endleſ 


culation of Injuries and Revenges. So that who 

ſeeks Revenge upon another doth commonly in the 
take it upon himſelf, and whilſt he thinks to | 

the Injury which he hath receiy'd upon him that 

he doubles it upon himſel - ' - 


= 
_ 


och, and fo great are the trpubles and inconveniences of a malicious 
rerengeful temper : but there ir no torment in Love, as St. Jom ex- 
atly ſays. To be kindly affection d towards all, ro bear no grudge or 
ill, no thought of diſpleaſure or revenge towards any Man, is the 
t poſture, rhe moſt pleaſant ſtate of the Mind, So that if not for 
r ſakes, yet for our own, we ſhould love our Enemies, and do good te 
that hate u; becauſe to be thus affected towards all Men, is as great 
idneſs to our ſelves as it is charity ro others. an 
, If ve eoolider the qualification of the Object; it is our Enemy h 
requir'd to Love. In whom tho' there bę ſomething that is jultly 
tful, yet there is ſomerhing alſo that is lovely; and if we perſiſt in 
kindneſs to him, notwithſtanding his Enmity to us, the enmity may- 
off, and perhaps at length be chang d into a fincere and firm Friends 


is true indeed, that with regard to our ſelves perſonal enmiry toward 
one of the moſt inconvenient qualities that a Man can have, but nor 
efore the worſt in it ſelf, If we could be impartial and lay aſide pre- 
e, we might perhaps diſcern ſeveral very lovely qualities in him who 
us: And Vertue is to be own'd, and prais d, and lov'd, even in an 
ny. And perhaps his enmity towards us is not ſo great and in- 
able a fault, as we apprehend ; he is not perhaps our Enemy 
at degree, nor ſo alrogether without cauſe, as we imagine; pollibly 
re provoked him, or by his own miſtake, or through the malicious 
ſentation of others, he may be induc'd to think ſo: And are not we 
elves liable co the like miſapprehenſions concerning others ? of which 
e many times afterwards convinc d and aſnam d: and ſo may he, aud 
his enmity will ceaſe, it we will but have a little patience with hir, 
always wiſh in the like caſe that others would have with uu. 
the worſt, though never ſo ſore and cauſeleſs an Enemy, though. 
ſo bad a Man, yet he is a Man, and as ſuch, hath ſomething in him 
a the blindeſt Paſſion cannot deny to be good and amiable. He bath 
me Nature with our ſelves, which we cannot hate or deſpiſe, without 
d and contempt of our ſelves, Let a Man's faulrs be what they will, 
do not deſtroy his Nature and make him ceaſe to be a Man. 
e two great Foundations of Love are Relation and Likeneſs. . No one 
„ ſays Tully, is ſa like, ſo equal to another, as one Man i ta ano- 
What difference ſoever there may be herween us and another Man, 
though he be our Enemy, yet be is ſtill like us in the main; and per- 
but too like us in that for which we find ſo much faul twith him, 
eneſs to offer affronts and injuries. - SE NT 
d there is an eſſential Relation, as well as Likeneſs, between one 
and another; which dothing can never diſſolve, beciuſe it is founded _ 
t'which no Man can diveſt him of, in Humane Nature, ¶ Dr, Barrow} 
is it from being true, which Mr. Hobbs aſſerti as the ſundamental 
jple of his Politicks, That Mey ars naturally in a flat of War ]] 
b f A3 5H 4 Be 5 
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a accidents and-occaſions may 


[- 
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ene Poul 
Enmity with one another; that the PLS laid down 
much deeper and wiſer Man, I mean Ariſtotle, is moſt certainly 
"That Men are naturally akin and friend: to eath other, Some wil 
make Men Enemies, but naturally ev 
is Friend to another: and that is the ſureſt and- moſt unalterable 
of things which is founded in Nature, not that which ſprings from m 
_ accidents and occaſions. So that whoever is recommended to vs 
the notion of a — ought not to de ook d upon by us, and v 
as Enemy. 
Confider farther, that an Enemy, even whilſt he is exerciſing hi 


mity towards us, may do us many acts of reat advantage; 9 h 


they do not proceed from kindneſs, yer in true are benefits. The 


cious Cenſures of our Enemies, if we make a right uſe of them 


prove of greater advantage to us, chan the Civilities of our beſt Fx 
We can cafily afford, nay the wiſeſt Men can hardly forbear, to 
Flatterer; to embrace him, and ro take him. into our boſom ; and 
open Enemy is a thouſand times better and leſs dangerous than he. 

good for many Men that they have had Enemies, who have many 
been to them the happy occaſion of reforming thoſe taults, v hieh u 
an Enemy would have taken the freedom; 1 had almoſt ſaid * 
bad the Friendſhip, to have told them of, - 

But what if after all, this Ememy of ours, this hated Man; 
be one of our beſt Friends? For ſo reconciled Enemies uſually are. 
any thing will reconcile an Enemy, Love and Kindneſs will. gn dl 
, goodneſs is apt to conquer even the worſt of Men. It is hardly in t 
ture of Man to withſtand the kindneſs of one whom, by all that vt 
do, we have not been able to make our Enemy. After a Man hit 
the greateſt injury to another, not only to find no Revenge followi 

on ir, but the — taken to oblige him, is ſo very ſu 
, thar it can hardly fail to gain upon the worſt diſpoſition, and to wi 
| the hardeſt temper. So that we ſhould love oor Enemies, if not ſe 
they are at preſent, yet for what they may be, and jn hope that 
means they may in time become our Friends. 

III. If we confider the Excellency and Generofity of the chin 
To love our enemies, and to do good to them that u, is the /peried 
- goodneſs, and the advancement of it to its higheſt pitch. It is") 
excellent and perfect act of the greateſt and moſt pere all Gri 
Vertues, I mean Charity ; which by St. Paul is calPd the bond wy 
en; and by St. James, . the perfe# and the Royal Law: becauſe iti 
Men with a greatneſs of Mind fir for Kings and Princes,” in whom? 
is more admirable than 4 generous Goodneſs and Clemency, even it 
great-Enemies and Offenders, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the Publick 
Love for love is but Juſtice and Gratitude ; Love for no wy 
Kindneſs ; but Love for hatred and enmity is à moſt Divine hee 
eddy and immutable Goodneſs that is not to be ſtir'd by x 
' and fo far from being wo that it * are cad 


oy \ 


Ta a * * 


Wa 
7: Joelf Barbed Band na big ye, int 7 
1 e ee at 
tation or Motive ba gud al reals Kept, . 

of all Temptation and Frovocation to the contrary. 9 
So that. to return good for- evil, and love for hatred, N Ch. 
aelt arguments of 2 great mind, aud of deep wiſdom and conſiders» _ 
1: For naturally our firſt inclinations'and thoughts towards our Knee 
ere full of Anger and Revenge; bur our ſecond and wiſer thoughts 
tell us, that ForgiFegels is much more generous than Revenge. And e 
glorious Victory cannot be gain d over another Man than this, that. 
n the Injury began on bis part the Kindneſs ſhould begin om ours. I 
þ the ways were equally in our power, yet it ia much more deſirable 
queſt to gvercome cuil mith good, than with evil. By this, we an 
| conquer our Enemy, and ma perhaps fail in that 3 bur by the rte 
rtainly conquer our ſelves, and perhaps our Enemy. too; overcomr | 
him in the nableſt manner, and walking him gencly till "he bo cool, ** 
vithont force effectually ſubduiag him to be our Friend. This, as 
frly compares it, [Dr. Barrow] is lie à great and wiſe General, by 
and Stratagem, by meer dint o Skill and Conduct, by Patience an! 
delay; vithout ever Ariking a ſtroke, or ſhedding one drop of. blood, = 
anquiſh an Enemy, aod co make an end of the War withour ever put- * 
it to the hazard of a Battel. fc 0 
Fas e 48 blind and rath, and does 3 from imporency wh. 

of Mind. "Tis Anger that ſpurs men en toit x and Anger is 


_ 


ki SH 


3 


* ialy one of the foolſhelt Palloasof HumansNature, and which n: 4 
ly betrays men to the moſt imprudent and wareaſorable things. 30 


* 


mon obſerves, He that 1 of Spirit exaleth folly, Prov. 14. 2 
again, Anger 3 Eccleſ. 7. 9. Bur to be 
to bear provocation, is an argument 2 Wiſdom ; and to fore - 
ir, gf. grear Mind«50- che fame 18% man tells us, He that ir 
!0 Anger it better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his: foirits 
he :hat taketh a City, Prov. 16. 32. It i a greater thing, i caſe 
cat 8 ae kara pt tee. 
ong City. ROS 
herggs che Jacen man lach and lots Gall the- of hende, 
ys.the Reins upon cho neck of the M Beaff, his own'brutith. Ap» | 

e and Paſſhony which burries him on firſt to Revenge, and then t@ 
nuance for the folly which-he-hath been guilty of in gratifying ſu na- 
> a Paſkog:” For it very ſeldom bappeus that any man ci 
2 of Revenge, but the very nexe moment after he had done. it, bew 
& for it, and wiſheth he had not done dt: Whereas Patience and For- þ 
| wal wiſely prevent boch the miſchief to ochors; and the ri „ 
J<! vos which is uſually coniequent upon Revenge. 
a Fan Lenore N 4 
ov propoſath to us, to aſlure and engage us to 
| . o theirs oO 
: Narnre of da. 


go: 


CY 


1. The Cn COATED The Scripture doth frequently 
before us the goodneſs ot God's common Providence to Sinners, fi 
pattern · And this is the Argument whereby our Bleſſed Saviour pre 
the Bfoty in the Text upon us, in the Yerſe immediately after it; 
may be the children of your heavenly Father, who maketh his S 
on the evil and the good, and his Rain to fal on the juſt ond the M. 

' Verſe 45. The ſame t Seneca urgetk to the ſame p 
How many (ſays he) are unworthy of the bi 2 the day 
them? And ſpeaking of the Gods, They beftow (ſays he) their bn 
[ upon the unthankful, and are ready to help thoſe who make a bad e 
4 dien and uſe of their kindneſs. And almoſt in the very wotds of « 
J viour, Etiam ſceleratis Sol oritur, &c. The Sun riſeth even upon the 
wile and profiigate perſons, and the Seas art open to Pirates, * | 
Thus is God affected towards thoſe who are guilry of the greatel 
vocations towards Him. He beſtows upon them the gifts of his ce 
Providence; and not only fo, but is ready to forgive innumerable Of 

to them for Chriſt's ſake, This Pattern the Apoſtle propoſcth 5, 

imita tion, Be ye kind, render-hearted, raring one another, fargi 

one another, even as God for Chriſt; ſake hath forgiven you, 
Bo ye therefore imitators of God as dear children, chap. 3. 1. This tt 
and diſpoſition of Mind, is the prime excellency and perfection of th 
vine Nature; and who would not be ambitious to be like the moſt x 
20d beſt of Beings? And ſo our B. Saviour concludes this Argt 
the laſt Verſe of this Chapter, Beyes eperfef?, as your Father 
us in Heaven i perfes, which St. Lale renders, Be yo therefore mit 
as you Fat her which is in Heaven is merciful, $0 hatin that very 
vhich we think to be ſo hard and difficult, you ſee that we have Perl 
on it ſelf for our Pattern. And this Example ought to be of ' fo 
greater force with us, by how much greater reaſon there is wby wel 
do thus to one another, than why God ſhould do thus to us: O 
fences againſt God are more and greater, than any Man ever was'or 
be guilty of towards us: Befides, that there are many Confiderations 
gught to tie up our hands, and may reaſonably us ſrom 
| S which can have no place at all in God, 
may juſtly fear, that the conſequence of our Revenge may return 
door ſelves, and that it may come to be our own caſe co ſtand ig ne 

Mercy and Forgiveneſs from others. And therefore out of nec 

tion and prudence, we ſhould take heed not ro ſet any bad example 
Kind, left it ſhonld recoil upon our ſelves, We who ſtand ſo much in 
bf Forgiveneſs our ſelves, ought in all reaſon to be very eafie to f 
others. But now the Divine Nature is infinitely above any real in 
fuffering. Cod can never ſtand in need of pity of forgiveneſs; anc 

hui own meer Goodneſs; without any intereſt or deſign how flow 1 
Anger, andhow ready tofergive 7* 1 59 « 

And, which comes yet nearer to us, there is alſo the of al 

% our Bleſſed Saviour; obo in our Narure, and in caſe of the 
. „ . 3 es a * ; * = ol £0; - S 
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Ra | "4 pr ts be g u 4 
— And all this for our ſokes, as well as for our/ ” 


that 

requires no of us, bur what he himſclf ſubmi 7 
ateſt Patience Conſtancy af Mind ; in our fead, and wholly A 
tage. 122 


He render d good for vil to all Mankind, and ſhew'd ee 1 | 
i we were enemies to Him, than ever any Man did to his Friend... 1 
prey d for thoſe that deſpitefuly uſed him and perſecuted him. And | 


s, not upon cool confideratipn, atter the injury was done, r 1. 
is Sufferings was over; but whvlit che ſen e 3 
him, and ia the very A V and Birrerneſa of Death Io the of ' 


is anguiſh, he pour d out his Soul an for the Sios of Men, and 
Rood BETS for the expiation n 5 
eby they thed it; pleading with God, in the behalf ef his Murde- 
* only Excuſe t vas poſſible to be made for their Malice, that 
their /gnor ance ; and his laſt breath in that moſt chari" 
5 Father, forgive them, for they knouy mo: * 4 


ic af Dedlararion öhick he made of hn mind. was Love to his E- 
; and the laſt Legacy , torch 10 Gon 
the Forgiveneſs of lis Per ſecutors and Murderers. _ 
o that if any Example ought to be dear tous, and cffeually to engage 

ie imjeation of i, this of our Bloſed Saityr(bould 1 4 
dich he fffer'd have ſaved us from ſuffering, and the — = 
Happineſs that ever befel Mankind is das'to dne lent Example « 
then with whar Confidente, nay with what "a ag ve — 7 
r e eee eee . 

e? 

ve ſeriouſiy contemplate the exeſre Kinduſs ad Chari ab | 
of God to the infil Sons of Men after all gur bittereſt Komity to- 
* and moſt cruel and injurlous Uſage of him ; and all this Cha- 
creie d towards us, 8 the actual mouy ſuffer - J 
x cheſe thi : and yet not be provok'd by an Example ſo admirable  - 7 
ſelf, and den mighey vlrantagero ws to go and do likewiſe? + vo 
t notwithſtanding the ver of cheſe Arguments to rele 7 
, I muſt not diſſetmble which: are, I believe, in 4 
ur minds againſt it; and to which for the full clearing of this | 1 
be fit to give ſome ſatis faction, And they are theſe: 9 


That this in the Text does not oy 9 
— 1 2 


rr of our B 1 another F. n 
tre 7 tree, Y m; z repent, 

nd of he rope againſt I bom times in 4 " 
times itt. # day turn gt to * . 1 repent, this ft 
„ bim, Lale 4 Saviour ſeems 
quire Forgiveneſs, aA het” hb Gone the lojury 
ems or ©; bu ne wy 
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OD OY. MET" YEN e PAL 
16 ub oe ee DEG BEG ſrt,” 
bye it, and exerciſe it upon us. 8 Cy bu 
himſelf practis d towards bis Perſecuror 

But this appearance —— uin raoiſh, if v « 
that Foegi veneſi is ſometimes taken chiefly for Ta 74 aining from tin ve 
and ſo tar we are to forgive our Enemies, even vhilſt chey continng 


'- /and tho they do not repent: And not only fo, but we are 0 to 


3 nber * 


them, and to do good offices to them, efpecialiy of common Hum 

and this is the meaning of tho precept in the 508 But Tai 

gi veneſi does ſigniſie a perfe# Reconcili atm to thoſe. that have c 

us, ſo as to take them again into our Friendſbip; which hey ard by 
8 fir for, till chey have repented of their Enmity, and laid ira 
And this is plainly the meaning of the. other Tent. 

21. It is furthier objected, That this ſeems to be a very imprudene d 
and of dangerous conſequence to our ſelves ; becauſe by bearing one 
fo patientiy, and forgiving it ſo eaſily, we invite more; and not 

tempt nemy to go on, bat eghersalſo M his Example ro de thel 

Which e wabe ill. natur d Men to provoke us on purpoſe with ad 

deſign to v reſt bedeſits trom us: For what better Trade den a 9 Moat! 
chan to gain Benefits in exchange for Injuries? » 
To this I anſwer three things: 
Firſt, It is to be feared chat there are but few ſo very vi re, as ron 
| this kind return for Inj :\.Perbaps, of thoſethat 
| Pians, not one in a hu And be is nota couniog Map char wal 
ture to make an Enemy, vhen there is the odds of a hundred to ons ag 

him, that this Enemy of his will take the fn opportunity e 

venge upon him. 

"Secondly, Ir is alſo on the eib st te h hoped; chat but very 

are ſo prodigiouſly bad; as to make fo barbarous a return for the 1 

pected kindneſs ofa generous Enemy. And this i is encouragement ex 

to the practice of this L Piey. if there be a probable hope that it will i 

good effect; and however, if it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, yer this 

not be reaſon enough to diſcourage our goodneſs, eſpecially fince the 
nefs which we do to our Friends is liable almoſt ta an equal Objeftion 
they may prove ungrateful, and become our — it having been 
Teen that great Benefits, and ſuch as are bejond e of n 
a Man more a Friend have made him an, 

Thirdly, Our Saviour never 8 0 this 

neſs ſhobld be blind and void of all 'pFadence and Weh be ä 
ſhould be ſo managed, as to mae gur Enemy ſenſible both Fs 

fault, und of our favour ; and ſo, dure give be as little encourage 

as there is reaſon for i it, to hope tb E like favour again upon the 

-proyocation. Our Satiour commande us to do the thi t hach 

to our prudence to do it iu ſuch a manner as may be mo ed ee 

reclaim the Offender, and WT: © ** oor ſelves ow "oy 
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g. Laſtly,” 1 W objoaed, A Sew axe Ei mA 
to love them and bleſs them; than to do good to them and to pray £4 
\ Wrhem ? rn ene then n —— our Enotes | 4 
Conh | our Friends Ko . = { 
cs ſarely; and fo we, may, Zechin eg cb Precept: vor chere are - 
ces of Love, und there are Bengfics of ſeveral rates and fizes. - Thaſe of 
firt rare may with reaſon beſtow'npon our Friends, ae 
ond or third pate there is all the reaſon in the World ah 
ala be very well contented. — i 
and love qur Enemy, and viſh him and do him good; and yet it vii 
preſently be neoeſſary that we ſhould take him into our boſom, an 
t and cruſt him ag our intimate and familiar Friend. For every on,, 
t is not our Enemy is not fix to be our Friend much leg oe that hath, | 
our Enemy; and perhaps is fo ſtill. There muſt bea great change in 7 
that hath been our Enemy, and ve muſt bave bad long experience. af 
before ir will be fit, if ever it be ſo, to take him into-oue- Friendſhip, 
I that now remains is to make ſome Hrferences ſrom che Pann ©} F 
ch have made apon this Argument, * way W 4 
\ ſhall be cheſe Four: 22 
If we think it fo very diſſicult ta. deen ourſelves ebene M | 
s, as the Chriſtian Religion doth plainly require us to do; to forpive ©» 
, and lovethem, and pray for them, and to do good offices to them, 
cuil it concerns us in prudence to he yery caſa) -how we make, "0 
mich to our ſelves. One of the firſt Priteiples of Human Wiſdom, m 
conduct of our Lives, 1 have ever though to be this, To have a few .. 
mate Friends, and ro make no Enemies, M it be pothble, to our ſelves. 
Paul lays a great ſtreſs upon this, and preſſeth it very earneſtly. +-For 
r r Rom. 
17. As if he were very ſenſible hom hard @ matter it is t6-dringiMen'to 
he adviſeth in the next words, to prevent, if it be poſſible, che e - 
om of Revenge, F it Spy ond as much as lieth im ou. oe \ 
cably with al Men, Vorſe ig. That is, if we can avoid er, dave 9 
nity with any Man. — t ſor two weighty Reaſons, . 
be frſt 1 bave alrendy incimured; Becel ir is 6 very hard robehave 1 
ſelves rowartly Encmies as we ought. This we ſhall find to bed diffi- > | | 
Duty to Fleſh and Mood! and it will require great Wiſdom. and Con- 
ration, and Humility of Mind, for a Man ——————— | { 
dience of this Command : For the fewer Enemies oe have, che lef$oc-" * 1 
on willtherebe of conteſting this hard Point with our ſelv es. 
ad the other Reaſon is, I think, yet plainer 2pd'wore convincing, . . 4 
ſe Enemies will come of themſelves, | ad nba Shree wigs heli ts 4 
| have ſome. Friendſhip is a thing that needg to be cow, I we | | 
id have it oome to any thing; but ; like ill Weeds, 3 i 
ff themſelyes without our care and coil. ne Enomy, 4s 
the Devid; will ſow theſe Tares in ibe night, tad when wee C4 
rn it vill ſoatter the Seeds of Diſcord and Eamiry among hen and | 


4 ; 
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'. will rake an advantage either from the Envy, or the Malice, or the 
fakes of Men, to make them Enemies to one another. Which would: 
one wonder to ſce what care and pains ſome Men will cake,' to p 

- Mankind againſt them; bow they will lay about them, and ſnatch at of 


"7 tunities to make themſelyes Enemies, as if they were afraid to let th 


py occaſion ſlip by them: Bur all this care and fear ſurely is necdlefs; 
may ſafely truſt an ill · na. ur d World, that we ſhall have Enemies ent 
wirhout our doing things on our part to provoke and procure them. 

| Bur above all, it concerns every Man in prudence to take great care 
to makeperſonal Enemies to himſelf ; for theſe art the ſoreſt and the 


of all other, and when there is an opportunity for it, will fic hardeſt ij 


dir 


j® 
i J 
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uu. Injurics done to the Publick are certainly the greateſt, and yet th r 


many times more eaſily forgiven, than thoſe which are done co x 
Perſons, . For when Revenge is every bodies work, it may prove tot 
bodies. The general Wrongs which are done to Human Society, dot 


Caeasbly touch and ting Men, as perſonal Injuries and Provorations, 


Law is never angry or in paſſion, and it is not only a great indecency, 
a fault, when the Judge; of it are ſo, Heat of Proſecution belongs ta 
ticular Perſons; and it is their memory of Injuries, and defire to Re 
them, and diligence to ſer on and ſharpen the Law, that is chiefly t 


+ dreaded: And if the truth were known, it is much tobe fear'd that i 


art almoſt as few private as publick As of Oblivion paid in the We 


and they commonly paſs as ſlowly, and with as much difficulty, and 


till the grace and good effect of them is almoſt quite loſt. | - 
II. Secondly, If we ought to be thus affected towards our Enemie 


great ought our kindneſs, and the expreſſions of it, to be to others! - 
rhofe who never diſoblig d us, nor did us any Injury by word or deed 


thoſe more eſpecially, who ſtand in a nearer Relation to us; to our u 
'Kindred, and to our ſpiritual Brethren to whom we are ſo firongly k 
Qors, and thoſe who have been before hand with us in tion: Be 
theſe are ſo many ſpecial Ties and Endearments of Men to one anc 
founded either in Nature or Religion, or in common Fuſt ice and Grati 
And therefore between all theſe and our Enemies we ought to make 4 
vide and ſenſible difference in our Carriage and Kindneſs rowards t 
And if we not do ſo, we repreſent our Saviour as an unreaſonable | 
rer, and do peryerſly interpret this Precept of his contraſ to tl re 
able and equitable meaning of it, For whatever of Kigdnels is 


L 2 towards our Enemies, it is certain that ſo much more is « 
» 


as according to the true proportion of aur tie and obligat 


mem they have deſerved at our hands: nothing being more certain 
chat our Bleſſed Saviour, the Founder of our Religion, did never intec 


any Precept of it to cancel any real Obligation of Nature, or Juſtice, ory F 


titude; or to offer Violence in the leaſt to the common Reaſon of Mai 
IH, Thirdly, Hence we learn the excellency and the Reaſonabletse 


| the Chriſtian Religion, which hath carried our Dut) ſabighin cbinga 
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un Society; and, which if all things be rightly conſider d, are, moſt | Y 
| alte to the cleareſt and beſt Reaſog of Mankind $o that thoſerhi 
þ vere heretofore look d upon, and that only by ſome few of the 

as Heroical inftances of Goodneſi, n 1 
ry, are nod by the Chriſtian Religion made the indiſpenſable Daries of _ 1 
kind, . of no other Reli , that ever yet ap- 
din the World, ies dee vanced Human Nature \wuch abore ie Bi, 
are ſo well calculated for the Peace and of the World, as the 
epts of the Chriftien Religion are: for they 3 
juries, by way of prevention ; and in caſe they happen, they endea- 
to put a flop to the progreſi of them, by to ſeverely ern. 
e e 5 

E Ln e elig - 2 
* the and the the 4 , "oY 
the Praftice of ſo many Chriſtians is ſo 1 
Precepts. For who is there in the (od Revelorins of tw 1 
Affairs, and when the Wheel of Providence turos them u + 
lays their Enemies at their, Feet, that will give them 22 
that does nor upon the firſt opportunities of Revenge, 4 
ike an Eagle, hungry for his Prey, make a ſudden ſtoop upon them be 
all his force and violence; and when he hath them in bis Pence, 
it his Mercy, is not ready to tear them in pieces. | 
that after all our Boaſts of the Ncell of ber Religion, where is j | 
tice of it? This, I confeſs, is a terrible ObjeFion indeey ;z and 03 bo 
intreat of you, my Brethren, to belp me to the beſt Anſwer roſes 
by any nice Diſtiniions and Sperylations about it, era = 
oneſ CR A 1 
| is ves HT jets gn . n Y 
2 . s vere faulty oo ps But yet e 
ou Men to be a — again Philoſopby. 

_ eee more weight Aue Obje&10ns againſt Religion, and, 
em them harder than we think it reaſonable to doin any other Cale, ve \ * 1 
acknowledge likewiſe, that this agiink, Religion is of 6s! N 
Men do not caſt off the Art of Phyfick becauſe many Phyſicizns ds | / 4 
e up to own Rules, nnd do deren folly ee a 
which „ 
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think fit to give'to others: and there is « plain'r 
Wee Ver foerving from their owp Rules doth not 
ic that their Rules are not „but only that their Appetites ane 
U and too hard and tor their Reaſon > Nothing 42 
certain than this, That Rules may be very reaſoaable, and yer they 9 
ge them may not follow them. 4 


| "The fannt and loft ference om dis bels Diſcourls hall be chis 
lag Jing coovine'd by what han been ſaid open this Argument, of the | 
T ve would teſolye upon the practice of it, ben 
the 4 for it in thh coneſs of cur Live; Laced not 66" 
u in wind, am Wenn a, 
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upon us than this Duty is. 

It hath often been a great · Se Confirmation rome, to 
Humanity of the Proteſtant Religion, fo plainly diſcovering it fel, 
co many occaſions, in the practies of rhe Profeddors of it, And ſetting 
all other advantages which ou Religion had been evidently 22 to 

above Popery in point of Reaſon and Argument, I cannot for my 
think that to be the beſt Religion which makes the beſt Mey, and f 
nature of its Principles is apt to wa ke them ſo ; moſt kind and 1 
And charitable; and moſt free-from Malice, and Revenge, and Crug 
And therefore our Blefled Saviour, who — what was in Man | 
7 chan any Man that ever. was, knowing our grea and back 
s to the practice of this Duty, hath — upoq us by ſuch 
and almoſt violent Arguments, that if we have any tenderneſs for our 
ve caunot refuſe Obeqience to it. Nor be plainly tells us, That no; 
that we can offer will appeaſe God cowards us, 3 as we our ſebi 
' . implacable to Men ; Yerſe:23d of this Chapter, if eboa bring thy 
Lebe Altar, and there remembraff that thy Brot hey hathought got ape 
| - leavor thy gift before the Altar, and go thy way : fr go be 
«ild to the Brother, and then come and offer 70 Bf To recom 
this Duty effectually to us, He gives it 2 preferences to all the poſitin 
ties of Religion: Firſt go and be reconciled to thy Brother, und the! 
and offer thy gift. Till this Duty be diſcharged, God will accept 
Service, no Sacrifice at our hands. And cherefore ons Li a 
great reaſon declare it to be a neceſſary Qualification ſor our t 
_ ceiving of the Sacrament, that we be in Love and Charity with way 
bours;- becaniſe this is a Moral Dity, and of eteraal Obligati 
which no poſit ive part of Religion, ſbeh as rhe Sacraments 
acceptable to God; eſpecially. finee in; this Blefſed Sacrament of 0 
Body and Blood ve expo to have the Forgiveneſs of our Sins ratifie 
eonfirmed to us: Which how can we Wee if ue our 
do not ready to ſbygive one another? 
4 He ſball have judgment without mercy, mays St. de who hath 
ene mercy, Aud in that excellent rm of Prayer which our Lond 
erf hath given us, He bach -caughy_vs ſo co ask PRorgiveneſs of G 
- not to expect it from Him, if we do het forgive one a 501 
Ve do not practice this Duty, as hard as we think it is, timot 
put up this Petition to God, { Forgive us our Treſpaſſet, ut wo forgius 
that Treſpaſs againſt ws] we ſend up a terrible Lmprecation agai 
ſelves, and do in effect beg of God not to forgive us. _ And therel 
> Iiniprint this matter the deeper open our minds, our Bleſſod Savic 
meddately after the recital of this Prayer, had thought fir to add 
. 2 enforcement of this Petition, above all the reſt; Nr 
ne, ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, yur heavenly Father will alfs 
= prey But if ye forge vd not men their rreſpaſſes, e 
2 e e n by * 


* 


” A 


j 


2 


* * 4 
* 7 * - 
» " = 


£4 25 (- 17 5 * 

our Saviour hath likewiſe 3c his 5 3 

ableneſs of rhis Duty, and rh bu. 99 doing coatriry 
* lively and affecting Parable, deliver d by "agg pores 


30 a wicked Servant (Mat. 18, 23) 5 
3 him a vaſt Debt of ten chouſ; 


ant by. the throat, and, notwich i 

a Intreaties ro be favourable to him . 2 Priſon 1 1 4 
bebtof an hundred Pence; and the Appliention vhich be makes of this . 

, nels is very terrible; ao ach a e. 3 

— Hour minds ; So likewiſe, op Ye, bay — 1 4 

Jen, if ye dh moe fe on your e cu one Fr brot ber his * 1 


;, ver. 35% One i fo think ar firſt yie A 
0 and Fee uh ing ot 2 due Decornm 


ale, ar lg ater be at bs fo neal OY 
l, as upon h e Die! N 


„ ſhould wh ercy was 
the vety next 2 b Fr ſer vant, ö ys | 
to bim which 19 his 4 


ery der gene by 
8 Sum. 


vic 23 e 5 


e 


__ nee eee, 
lea us why ve e them. whoeyer u | 
er t Ae emmys dn canlt nos forgive thy Brother "i 
by hear, and berhink thy ſelſ how many more © i 

halt beeg gutky 6f againſt God. Look-up. to 
1 0" Being that dhe and contider well, Whether 
dot not both and ſtand in peedpF wore Mercy and Favour Fm - 
than thou'ean find in thy heart to ſhes to thine oftcoding-Brocher, 
e have all certainly great reaſon to e Ane ve uſe auesnechen, 29 
ill likewiſe deal with un. Abd yer A this, how little. ig ts 


* 3 


au d among Chriſtiana? And are the beſt 5 
ic co love our Enemies, — en? And this, al N 
e and Forgiseneſ from God do 


it, 


2 5 e 
for Chriſt's ſake, to targine 
provocations which we have be 
Majeſty ; And ſhall we not for, His ſake, . 
rgiven, be willing e arge, 


think it hard to be 7 


of olga” us 


ge 


juries, 20d oftn ro 2 
Kleber 77 
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nity, if God do not all this to ET to be fo very han 
unreaſonable for us to do to one another. "42 - Bl 

I have ſometimes vonder d how it ſhould come to paſs, that ſo 
Perſons ſhould be ſo apt to deſpair of the Mercy and Forgiveneſs of 
them ; eſpecially conſidering what clear and expreſs Declarationg 
hath made of his readineſs to forgive our greateſt Sins and Provocy 
upon our fincere Repentance : But the wonder will be very much a 
when we ſhall conſider with how much difficulty Men are brought . 
mit great Injuries, and how hardly we are perſuaded to refrain from 
upon thoſe who have given ut any conſiderable provocation. So that 
Men look into themſelves, and ſhall carefully obſerve the motions of 


: g þ | SS” E * an? 
ST .- 1" 
: ' 


_— 
9 


* 


they will ſee but too much 


. 
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matter. N 


deſpairin of God's 
5 to others: 


„ the Great Heathen Emperor and Philiſopher M. Aurelia, Antoni 
I Lib. 7. Can the _ s he, that are W up the conti 
of ſo ages, bear without impatience wi many Sin 
— been; and not only 25 but likewiſe take __ 4 
vide for them that they want nothing: And deft thou grievouſl 
6n, as one that tan bear with them no longer ? Thou that art but ſi 
moment of time; yea, thou that art ene of thoſe Sinners thy ſelf. 
I will conclude this whole Diſcourſe with choſe weighty and pu 
Sayings of the wiſe Son of Syrach, Eccl. xxiii. 1,2, 3,4. He that 
ſhall find vengeance from the Lord, and be will certainly retain hu 
Forgive thy neighbour that hath hurt thee, ſo ſhall thy Sins alſo be jorgh 
. = thou i —— hatred againſt another, and ol 
7 ek pardon of the He th no mercy to 4 man like him 
- — he ak forgiveneſs of hu own Sins ? * je 
. Enable us, O Lord, by thy Grace, to practiſe this excellent and 
Duty of our Religion: And then, Forgive ws our treſpaſſer, as we fl 
rt bem that treſpaſs againſt us : For thy mercies ſake, in Jeſus Chrifh 
whom with Thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Hezour agd @ 
Adoration and Obedience, both now and ever. nn. 
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